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T10.6 TREES

ers also use this grouping, they consider the terms
coniferous (or evergreen) and deciduous (shedding
leaves yearly) more useful. However, these terms do
present some problems. Larch or tamarack, though
cone-bearing, sheds its needles annually; by con-
trast, all other native conifers lose their needle-
leaves over a three- to five-year period and replace
them each spring with new needles formed at the
growing tips. The aspens and Balsam Poplar are

Nova Scotia has about forty species of native trees.1

Some (e.g., cherry, mountain ash, Staghorn Sumac,
Witch Hazel, Striped and Mountain Maples,
Shadbush, hawthorn, willow and alder) are large
shrubs that often reach tree status. Numerous
exotics have been introduced as ornamentals and
fruit trees and for reforestation.

Traditionally, people have grouped temperate
forest trees as softwood or hardwood. While forest-
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Table T10.6.1a: Characteristics and site preferences of native Nova Scotian trees — Hardwoods. Note: The symbol (-) indicates a range from one status to
another; the symbol (/) indicates separate preferences. *Life Span: 1 – 50 to 100 years • 2a –100 to 150 years • 2b –100 to 350 years • 3 – 250 to 450 years

seicepS edahS
ecnareloT

erutsioM
sutatS yhpargopoT

nommoC
evitcudorpeR

dohteM

lanoisseccuS
sutatS

efiL
*napS

sdoowdraH

elpaMdeR /woL
etaredom yrd–teW sdnalpuotspmawS /deeS

evitategeV dim-ylraE a2

hcriBwolleY etaredoM yrd/tsioM sdnalpudnasepolS deeS raen-ot-diM
xamilc 3

elpaMraguS hgiH yrd/tsioM sepolsnosliospeeD
sdnalpudna deeS xamilC 3

hcriBetihW woL yrd/tsioM ;sepolspeetS
sdnalwoldenruB deeS ylraE a2

niatnuoM
hcriBrepaP woL yrd/tsioM ;saeraemitiramrelooC

snoitavelehgiH deeS ylraE a2

-egraL
dehtoot

nepsA
woL yrd/tsioM yhpargopotgnilloR

snrubretfa
/deeS

evitategeV ylraE 1

gnilbmerT
nepsA woL yrd/tsioM yhpargopotgnilloR

snrubretfa
/deeS

evitategeV ylraE 1

maslaB
ralpoP woL yrD nisnialpdoolfreviR

noterBepaC
/deeS

evitategeV reenoiP 1

hceeB hgiH yrd/tsioM slliH /deeS
evitategeV xamilC 3

kaOdeR etaredoM yrd/tsioM slliH deeS dim-ot-ylraE 3

hsAetihW etaredoM tsiom/teW spmawS;sllihegapeeS deeS diM b2

hcriByerG woL yrd/tsioM erifretfaslliH deeS ylraE 1

naciremA
mlE woL tsioM ;snialpdoolfreviR

sdnalpulanoisaccO deeS dim-ylraE b2

hsAkcalB etaredoM tsiom/teW revirdnaspmawS
slavretni deeS diM b2

doownorI hgiH yrd/tsioM ;snialpdoolfreviR
sdnalpU deeS xamilcraeN b2
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form the climax forest type in flatter, moderately
well-drained to very dry sites. When the topography
is mixed and rolling, the climax vegetation types
approach the regional climatic climax, the “Eastern
Hemlock, White Pine Northern Hardwood” forest of
Nichols.2  Certain species of hardwood and softwood
are typical of old forests. These trees and their rela-
tive ages are listed in Table H61.1 in Introduction to
Forest Habitats.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Table T10.6.1b: Characteristics and site preferences of native Nova Scotian trees — Softwoods. Note: The symbol (-) indicates a range from one status to
another; the symbol (/) indicates separate preferences. *Life Span: 1 – 50 to 100 years • 2a –100 to 150 years • 2b –100 to 350 years • 3 – 250 to 450 years

other exceptions: although they are grouped with
hardwoods because they are deciduous, their wood
is softer than that of any native softwood except
cedar.

Table T10.6.1 shows the major characteristics of
the most conspicuous of Nova Scotia’s native trees.

Coniferous and deciduous species are further di-
vided into two broad groups on the basis of ability to
tolerate shade in youth. Yellow Birch, Sugar Maple,
beech, and Ironwood are classed as shade-tolerant,
while White and Grey Birch, Large-toothed and Trem-
bling Aspen and Balsam Poplar are considered shade-
intolerant. Among native conifers, the most shade-
tolerant are Red Spruce, Hemlock and Balsam Fir;
White Spruce, Jack Pine and Larch are shade-intol-
erant; Red Maple, ash, Red Oak, American Elm, White
Pine, and Black Spruce are intermediate in shade
tolerance.

Most hardwood species prefer the better-drained
sites. Shade-tolerant hardwoods constitute the cli-
max species on the slopes and well-drained hilltops
throughout the province. Softwoods are more typi-
cal of the imperfectly and poorly drained sites in
Nova Scotia. Red Spruce, White Pine and hemlock
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seicepS edahS
ecnareloT

erutsioM
sutatS yhpargopoT

nommoC
evitcudorpeR

dohteM

lanoisseccuS
sutatS

efiL
*napS

sdoowtfoS

riFmaslaB hgiH yrd/tsioM
gnilloR;sdnalhgiH
desopxE;sdnalwol
sdnaldaehlatsaoc

deeS ylraE
xamilC/reenoip 1

ecurpSdeR hgiH tsioM sdnalwolgnilloR deeS xamilcraeN 3

ecurpSetihW woL yrd/tsioM
;sdleifdenodnabA

latsaocdesopxE
sdnaldaeh

deeS reenoip/ylraE a2

ecurpSkcalB etaredoM yrd/teW ,cinagrowollahS
sdnalwoltalf

/deeS
evitategeV ylraE a2

eniPetihW etaredoM yrd/tsioM ykcorotydnaS
sdnalwol deeS

dim-ylraE
dnasdleifdlo

erif-tsop
3

kcolmeH hgiH tsioM ;sepolsdnasenivaR
sdnalwoL deeS xamilC 3

eniPdeR etaredoM tsiom/yrD sdnalwolydnaS deeS erif-tsopylraE b2

hcraL woL teW ;sgoB/spmawS
sdleifdlotsioM deeS ylraE a2

eniPkcaJ woL yrD erifykcor,wollahS
snerrab deeS erif-tsopylraE a2

radeC woL tsiom/teW spmawS deeS ylraE a2
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Associated Topics
T9 Soils, T10 Plants,

Associated Habitats
H2.6 Dune System, H4 Freshwater Wetlands, H5.1
Barren, H5.2 Oldfield, H5.4 Talus Slope, H6 Forests
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