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Figure T3.3.5:
Major Events
of the
Quarternary
Period.
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Cretaceous planation surface forms
the foundation of the modern landscape

Plant life essentially
the same:as the present day

Animal life essentially
the same as the present day
but with more large mammals

Evidence of glaciation in the landscape;
glacial and glacial fluvial deposits.

Displacement of plants by glacial advances

Displacement of animals by glacial advances

Mastodons in Nova Scotia
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Some plants survive
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Mining for coal and other
minerals begins (AD 1620)
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Plants introduced  Forest changed
from Europe by cutting and fire
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Animals introduced  Extinction of
from Europe Wolf and Caribou
in Nova Scotia

Polar sea conditions

Warm temperate seas on the coast: 0-3°C

Coastal water normal; strong influence
of intermediate water, 4-10°C

Native people in Nova Scotia
develop marine fisheries

Early voyages of
European explorers
(AD 800-1200); noted
abundance of marine life
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Debert site; ‘Maritime White’s Lake First peoples/ AD 1605 AD 1749
o first people in Nova Scotia Archaic' ® burial site, European contact French @ ® English
‘Paleo-Indian Period’ culture Ceramic Period period settlement settlement
at Port Royal of Halifax
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Present conditions of coastal water, influence of polar,
sub-polar and intermediate water; 0-10°C

Severe hunting
pressure on

Summer marine mammals
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fishing stations Collapse of
Increases in shipping  cod fishery
and marine pollution ~ (AD 1992)




