
  

 

Award winning writer and director Shandi 

Mitchell has directed her first feature film right 

here in Lunenburg.  This past September, ñThe 

Disappearedò  was filmed  in our harbor and 

the FMA was pleased to supply them with three of our dories to help support this project.   

ñThe Disappearedò provides a compelling character study of six shipmates who escape a 

shipwreck and are adrift in two dories, at the mercy of the unforgiving North Atlantic.   

Mitchell was inspired to write this piece following a conversation with a 92-year-old man 

who spent his life at sea.  When she asked if he was ever afraid, he answered ñonce,ò  

when he had been lost.  She pursued this idea by gathering further first person accounts, 

and even went to sea to gain a true understanding of the sublime power of the North Atlantic.  We look forward to 

seeing this in the new year!   

For more information about this film check out:  http://thedisappearedthefilm.com/  

òThe Disappearedó 

Dory Mates  

With Christmas just around the corner, 
the Salt Store Gift Shop will be open for 
all your holiday gift-giving needs!  
 
Starting Saturday, November 26th, we 
will be open from 10:00-4:00. Following, 

join us Mondays-Saturdays until  
December 23rd . 

 
Receive 25% off 2012 FMA Season 

Passes and Dory Mates Memberships  

 

So, drop the Old Spice and try 

the Salt Store, for every 

Old Salt on your List!  

Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic  
Fall 2011 

It was all smiles and cheers in the 

Parks Canada Exhibit on Novem-

ber 17
th
 when Lunenburgôs MLA 

Pam Birdsall, on behalf of the     

Communities, Culture and Heritage Minister 

David Wilson, announced that the province will be providing $750 

000 for a design study to upgrade our site. The study will provide 

options to address future maintenance needs to help maintain our 

buildings, and preserve our place on Lunenburgôs iconic waterfront.  

This news is graciously welcomed as it not only addresses the Gov-

ernmentôs interest in our site, it speaks to our future as we uphold 

our commitment to serve our community 

and visitors and continue to play a key role 

in the Provinceôs interpretation of our sea-

faring heritage.  

Provincial  

Announcement  

Robert Hirtle Photo  



2 

 

It is with deep sadness that we say goodbye to our dear friend and 

faithful volunteer, Eric Wright.  Eric dedicated nearly ten years of ser-

vice to the museum, and the daily happenings of the Documentation 

Center. Whether it was filing, scanning or a research project, you 

could always count on Eric and his enthusiastic spirit to complete the 

task thoroughly and to the highest standard. Eric went above and be-

yond his volunteer duties,  hosting weekly winter film showings at the 

Ice House Theatre, and assisting at every Special Event.  

Staff  remember Eric for his love of nature, and the stories shared 

about his many canoe adventures.   

 

Mitch came to Lunenburg in 1934 on the schooner Silver Arrow. He was a dory fish-

erman on the Lunenburg saltbank schooners Pasadena II, Dot and Hellie, Besse-

mer, Mahaska, Alcala, Brenda Marguerite, Marjorie and Dorothy , Isabel F. Spindler 

and the original Bluenose .  In 1947 he sailed as deck hand on the wooden  side 

trawler Cape North and assumed command from 1955-1965. He was also master of 

the steel side-trawler Cape Norman, and the stern trawlers, Cape Pictou and Cape 

Bauld.  

It was following his retirement from his extensive career at sea that Mitch joined us 

here at the Fisheries Museum as Shore Captain.  Not only was he responsible for 

maintaining the museum vessels, painting, and authenticating the fishing gear, he was a true delight to our visi-

tors.  As a master storyteller, Mitch spoke of dory fishing, storms,  and 

lives lost.  Although, he managed to balance this harsh reality with 

plenty of comedy, reminiscing on the good old days as a proud fisher-

manôs boy from Port Au Bras, Newfoundland.   

Our visitors loved Mitchell, and we have collected the fan mail to 

prove it.  His first hand accounts of  seafaring life were both colorful 

and factual, providing all of us with a tremendous source of informa-

tion on the fishery.   

In the most recent years,  with a twinkle in his eye, you could still find 

Mitch seated by the outfitted dory, telling stories, tying knots and sharing laughs with both staff and visitors alike.   

We are grateful for the memories we shared with you, and we will continue to miss those special moments when 

we sat down for a minute and had a yarn.  

Eric George Wright (1949 -2011) 

Capt. Matthew Mitchell (1918 -2011) 

In Memoriam  
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  It is with great delight that the museum announces the re-

ceipt of a generous donation from Robert Hewitt and his sis-

ters Jean Thomas and Betty Brysen in loving memory of 

their grandfather Harry W. Hewitt.  This is the largest collec-

tion we have ever received, containing more than 2000 pho-

tographs, personal items and manuscripts.  As an educator, jour-

nalist and amateur photographer, Harry has left us with stunning 

shots of both Lunenburg County, and Western Canada, where he 

moved for work. The Hewitt family lived at 26 Falkland Street, and 

operated a sailloft. His sister Minnie was a school teacher in Lu-

nenburg for more than 40 years.  

 

Thanks again for your generous  

support!  

During the summer months the TEC has 

gotten quite the nose-job!  The foredeck, 

deck beams, deck and pawl posts were 

completely renewed and the windlass was 

restored.  Many thanks to the men of Sny-

derôs Shipyard and Cliff Zwicker, Boat-

builder, Spencer Donovan and Alex Rose, 

Apprentice Shipwright, for their hard work 

on this project.   

Wharf Repair  

Skating on Lunenburg Harbour  

Lunenburg Christmas  
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Theresa E. Connor Update  

Special thanks to our 
summer student Devyn 

Kaizer 
for all of her hard work 

on the Hewitt  
Collection! 

The Hewitt Collection  

Devyn  
Kaizer  

& 
Damara  

Mossman  

 

If you have driven past our buildings 
recently you will have noticed the 
massive wharf project thatôs under-
way. Eagle Beach Contractors are 
currently building a new concrete 
sea-wall between the parking lot 
and the dock to prevent the further 
erosion of the parking lot. Also, they 
are replacing the bracing, hardware 
and fender piles of the Finger Piers 
and Marginal Wharf.  

 

 

Museum Musings  

 
 
 

The harbor-side of our  building got a 
face-lift this fall, as a number of our 
staff dropped their knitting and ham-
mers and traded them in for scrapers 
and paint brushes. The signature red 

looks better than ever!   
Job Well Done! 

Painting Project  

 
Dennis  

Stewart of 
�6�Q�\�G�H�U�¶�V 
shaping 
the wind-

lass  


